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DRINK SPIKING 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.16 am]: I inform the house that on 18 October 
I was joined by Germaine Larcombe, executive director of Racing, Gaming and Liquor, and Bradley Woods, CEO 
of the Australian Hotels Association, to launch a new awareness campaign on drink spiking in licensed venues. 
The campaign was developed in collaboration between the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries and the Australian Hotels Association. 
Drink spiking is an insidious and evil crime that patrons, entertainment venue staff and licensees should be conscious 
of. The “Not Everyone is Your Mate” campaign is aimed at patrons visiting licensed premises and encourages 
them to be alert and aware of drink spiking, to report any suspicious behaviour to staff and to never leave their 
drinks unattended. 
Everyone seeking to enjoy a night out deserves to do so safely and the thought that somebody would seek to take 
advantage of another by drugging their drink is reprehensible and has no place in our community. Not only should 
patrons be aware and alert to drink spiking, but staff of licensed venues also play an important role. Staff working 
behind the bar or anywhere in a venue can play their part by reporting suspicious behaviour, removing unattended 
glasses, recognising rapid changes in behaviour and declining requests to add alcohol to a person’s drink. Appropriately, 
the campaign was launched at the Subiaco Hotel, one of the finalists in the upcoming 2021 AHA Hospitality Awards 
for Excellence in the responsible service of alcohol category. It was a pleasure to meet Dane Oddy, the venue 
manager at the Subiaco Hotel, and I commend him and his team for that nomination. I commend the agency and 
the AHA on this campaign and I encourage all licensed venues to get behind it. I also acknowledge Minister for 
Women’s Interests, Simone McGurk, and her team for their ongoing work in this area. 
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